Self-assessment in a problem-based learning curriculum in dentistry.
The creation of sound self-judgement for students is an integral goal in any educational sphere. Student clinicians in dentistry must learn sufficient skills to be able to self-assess their performance very accurately, because after graduation, the nature of dental procedures means that others are seldom in a position to evaluate the quality of their work. Over recent years, the Department of Dentistry at the University of Adelaide has been developing a self-assessment procedure, initially as a pilot study in the subject oral diagnosis, and currently in all years of the course. This paper describes how self-assessment has been demonstrated to work initially in the pilot subject, and currently across the whole course. The paper also describes how the criteria for assessment and the levels of performance expected for each grade are established and how student performance is monitored. Finally, evidence is presented to indicate acceptance by the students of self-assessment as a valuable and integral part of their learning in dentistry.